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Friendship is the only cement 
that will ever hold the world 

together.
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FRENCH 
OPEN 
AND THE 
KING

The French Tennis Federation allocated the area of three 
hectares near Porte d'Auteuil and their requirement was 
to name the new stadium as Roland Garros in honor of 
the former member of the Stade Francais club, aviator, 
who was the first man who in 1913 made the first non-stop 
flight across the Mediterranean Sea that lasted for nearly 
eight hours. The following year, Garros joined the French 
army at the outbreak of World War I. On 5 October 1918, 
he was shot down and killed near Vouziers, Ardennes, 
a month before the end of the war and one day before 
his 30th birthday. In 1968 French Open became the first 
Grand Slam tournament of tennis's Open Era and the first 
Open Era champions became Ken ROSEWALL and Nancy 
RICHEY. In 2001, centre court got name of the former 
president of the French Tennis Federation - Court Philippe 
Chatrier. In 2020, Roland Garros became the final tennis 
grand slam venue to install a roof. In 1981, Philippe Chatrier, 
then President of the French Tennis Federation, called on 
Paris’ jewelers with the challenge of creating a new look 
to the Coupe des Mousquetaires (or The Musketeers’ 
Trophy) awarded for the Men’s Singles tournament at 
Roland Garros. It had to symbolize the victories of four 
great tennis players: Jacques BRUGNON, Jean BOROTRA, 
Henri COCHET and Rene LACOSTE. A French jewellery 
house Mellerio dits Meller, founded in 1613, won this tender 
thanks to the elegance and refinement of its project - a 
wide necked cup, edged with a border of vine leaves and 
decorated with two swan-shaped handles. The trophy 
is mounted on a marble base in which is inscribed the 
names of all winners since 1891. 

Once a year, on the day of the final, the original cup 
leaves the office of the President of the Federation for 
just few hours. The winner takes only a replica, which 
is always smaller than the original, home with him.
The king RAFA NADALThe only exception was in 2017 
wnen full-size replica of the Coupe des Mousquetaires 
was awarded to Rafael NADAL for his 14th win of 
the French Open. Coupe Suzanne Lenglen (or The 
Suzanne Lenglen Trophy) is awarded to the winner 
of the Women's Singles competition of the French 
Open. It was presented for the first time in 1979. True 
works of art, this trophy was designed by Mellerio dits 
Meller and was named after an French tennis legend 
Suzanne LENGLEN who won Roland-Garros six times. 
The trophy is almost identical, minus a few details, 
to the cup offered at the time by the City of Nice to 
Suzanne Lenglen. It is displayed in the National Sports 
Museum. The winner of French Open gets a small 
replica of the trophy which they can keep.

The king RAFA NADAL

The first tennis tournament was held on the courts of l'Ile de 
Puteaux in Paris in 1891 as one-day national championship. 
Only French players and players from Francais clubs took 
part in tournament, but first winner was H. BRIGGS from 
England. In 1925 French Tennis Federation decided to open 
the championship for the best foreign players. When in 
1927 the French Musketeers, Jacques BRUGNON, Jean 
BOROTRA, Henri COCHET and Rene LACOSTE beat USA in 
The Davis Cup it was required a new stadium to be built to 
host the following year's return match.

EXPO
Dubai

The Index & Hotel Show is a B2B event that 
takes place at the Dubai World Trade Center 
once a year.

There you can source from thousands of 
products from all major product sectors 
including local and international distributors 
and manufacturers in the field of furniture, 
home décor, hospitality, design and outdoor 
furniture.

This May, from 24th to 26th, the ALPI EXPO 
team went on-site and participated on behalf 
of ALBINI & PITIGLIANI for taking care of the 
customers and actively listen to their needs, 
in co-operation with SITE EVENT LOGISTICS, 
the trusted agent used for trade shows in the 
Middle East area.

Hope you will join us for the trade shows all 
around the world in the coming years.
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Increase in airfreight 
Shipping has suffered an important blow during the 
pandemic and this has made air traffic rise significantly.  
According to the IATA demand for air cargo has 
increased a 7,9% in 2021 (compared to 2019) and it’s on 
its way to increase another 13,2% this 2022. This method 
of transportation has become vital for a lot of companies 
(the ones who can afford it), who have seen their supply 
chain disrupted or stopped and needed a way to deliver 
their cargo.

It should also be important to have in mind the changes 
shipping companies like Maersk or CMA CGM are 
doing, buying fleets to offer new air services as well as 
maritime ones.

New routes and services
Something that was well known what has become 
even more clear with the pandemic is the dependency 
of most companies and supply chains on China (and 
Asia). After all the disruptions due to lockdowns and 
quarantines in the zones companies have started to 
consider relocating to a closer distance that will make it 
easier to deliver their cargo if the Asiatic giant decides 
to close its borders again. These relocations will make 
it necessary to change and adapt routes and services, 
perhaps even increase the offers for rail services.

New contract negotiations
All those effects the pandemic has had in the industry 
can be well seen in the new contract negotiations for 
2022-2023. This year new contracts not only focus on 
negotiating a good price (whatever this means in the 
middle of the rapidly changing market) they also focus 
on securing enough space to be able to move and 
deliver cargo.  

Usually, negotiations start at the end of the year and 
are closed in April or May but this year contracts are 
being signed almost three months earlier due to the 
uncertainty and how will the sector be affected in the 
following months.  On the one hand, shippers want to 
make sure their prices are something close to decent 
and that they will have enough space secured to answer 
the increasing demand of the market. On the other, 
carriers are playing their privilege giving still too high 
prices (that they know are going to be accepted) and 
contracts that go beyond the usual 12 month period, as 
well as entering in those contracts integrated logistics 
services provided by themselves to be present in most 
steps of the supply chain.
This lack of space has made, in turn, bigger shippers ask 
for a larger minimum quantity contract space leaving 
NVOCCs and minor shippers with even less space to 
work with.
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- Expansion of logistical activities
Last January, CMA CGM announced the 
signature of a promise to acquire Private 
Package, a specialist in parcel delivery to 
homes and to parcel pickup points. "The 
acquisition of a majority stake in Colis Privé 
is an important step in the development 
strategy of our logistics activities.

This operation will enable us to offer end-to-
end logistics solutions to our e-commerce 
customers for whom the last mile is a critical 
stage. By leveraging the global presence of 
our subsidiary CEVA Logistics, our ambition 
is to develop Colis Privé internationally, 
starting with Europe where the company is 
already established", commented Rodolphe 
Saadé, CEO of CMA CGM.

This acquisition is all the more strategic as 
cross-border e-commerce, in particular 
between China and Europe, is in full 
development, and its logistical dispositions 
are undergoing major changes. The 
reconfiguration of the e-commerce supply 
chain will undoubtedly make it possible to 
make more room for maritime transport, 
to feed the specialised logistics hubs which 
will be located as close as possible to the 
consumer markets.

But e-commerce remains inseparable from 
air freight transport. It is therefore now 
becoming essential to master air assets if 
one wishes to claim to play a leading role in 
the global supply chain.

- Investment in air transport
In recent years, it is the large e-commerce 
platforms such as Amazon or Alibaba that 
have led the way and invested in the field 
of transport and logistics through direct 
investments or partnerships, in the face of 
financially impotent providers.

The profits accumulated by shipping 
companies now allow them to get back in 
the race. 

After launching its own airline a little 
over a year ago, CMA CGM is accelerating 
its air freight operations by signing this 
strategic partnership with Air France-KLM. 
It is expected to enter into force in January 
2023, subject to the approval of the relevant 
regulators.
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1 Doha Hamad
Hamad International Airport is the international airport 
for Doha, the capital city of Qatar. The airport has 
been described as the most architecturally significant 
terminal complex in the world, as well as being the 
most luxurious. It is the hub airport for Qatar Airways.

2 Tokyo Haneda
Tokyo Haneda International Airport is one of the world’s 
busiest airports, and is Japan’s busiest airport being 
located less than 30 minutes south of central Tokyo. The 
airport has three terminals: Terminal 1, Terminal 2 and 
the international Terminal 3.

3 Singapore Changi
Singapore Changi Airport is one of the busiest 
passenger hubs for south east Asia, and is renowned for 
its unrivalled passenger experiences.

4 Seoul Incheon
Incheon International Airport is the largest airport in 
South Korea and one of the busiest airports in the world. 
It is a former winner of the Airport of the Year title at the 
World Airport Awards.
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A THOUSAND NEW 
PRODUCTS ON EXHIBITION 
AT CIBUS
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