
 

     
SOLAS (Safety of Life at Sea) 

 

 

Dear Client, 

 

We want to inform you that The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has amended the Safety of Life at Sea Convention 

(SOLAS) to require that each container has a verified weight as a condition for loading a packed container onto a ship for 

export. This requirement will become legally effective on July 1, 2016.  After that date, it will be a violation of SOLAS to load 

a packed container onto a vessel from any port in the world without a verified container weight.  

 

Per the regulation, the shipper is responsible for the verification of the packed container’s weight, or for verifying the weight of 

an LCL shipment which will be loaded into a container.  The exporter will be obliged to assess the weight by means of a 

calibrated scale being certified in accordance with the standards defined by the law in each country. 

 

In case of a discrepancy between the declared weight and the verified one at the port of export, the container will not be 

embarked and the consequent charges will be for the account of the exporter. 

 

There are two methods available for verification of the VGM: 

Option 1: Weigh the full container at a weighbridge  

Option 2: Weigh each item, add the weight of the container 

 

CY SHIPMENTS:  If you are loading a CY container and have a weight scale, you will weigh your goods (including all 

packaging), add the tare weight of the container (listed on the container door), and provide the VGM to ALPI and ALPI’s 

trucker by filling out and signing the inland bill of lading.  If you do not have access to a weight scale, your container will be 

brought to a weighbridge for a fee (yet to be determined). 

 

LCL SHIPMENTS:  If you are sending LCL goods and have access to a weight scale, you confirm the VGM on the inland bill 

of lading and this weight will be given to the CFS station to be used to determine the VGM of the entire container.  If you do 

not have access to a scale, your goods can be weighted at the CFS facility for a fee (yet to be determined). 

 

ALPI will supply the shipper and/or supplier with inland bill of lading instructions at the time of booking.  The completion of 

this document is part of the responsibility of the shipper and their loading facility.   

 

Failure to provide correct or completed information could result in and is not limited to: the cargo being set aside at port, rolling 

at port, port storage fees, FMC fines.   Often these fines and charges must then be paid prior to release of goods for the next 

available vessel.   Any fees that Alpi is charged with as a result of incorrect weight verification from shipper/their load 

facility will be charged back to the shipper/responsible payment party based on the severity and Incoterms of the shipment at 

time of occurrence.  
       

While this is an added responsibility of all shippers, Alpi will do our very best to assist and guide you on these processes and 

procedures.  We will also help determine the most cost-effective and efficient possible manner to determine your VGM. 

 

We are asking that you begin the process with us prior to the 7/1/2016 date.  This will ensure that when SOLAS takes full effect 

that it in no way will cause a delay or an issue to you or your clients.   

 

As additional information is made available to us, we will pass it along to you.  Please do not hesitate to contact your local 

operations and/or sales person at ALPI to answer any questions you may have. 

 

Thank you for your business! 

 

Best Regards 

    

  


