
 

 

Subject:      SOLAS - Verification of Container Weight Effective July 1, 2016 

REMINDER 
 
Beginning on July 1st, 2016, The International Maritime Organization has amended the Safety of 
Life at Sea Convention (SOLAS) to require that all ocean containers shipping from any port 
throughout the world will be required to have a verified gross mass (VGM) provided to the 
carrier by the shipper as a condition for loading a packed container onto a ship for export. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY:  The shipper is responsible for obtaining the VGM.  It will not be 
acceptable to communicate an appraised weight. The shipper will be obliged to assess the 
weight by means of a calibrated scale certified in accordance with the standards defined by the 
law in each country.  ALPI’s origin offices will manage the process of filing the VGM with the 
carrier. 
 
In case of a discrepancy between the declared weight and the verified one at the port of 
export, the container will be refused and the consequent charges will be for the account 
of the shipper.   
 
METHOD:  Under SOLAS, there are two methods available for obtaining the VGM. The shipper, 
working together with our staff overseas, will determine which method is the most cost-effective 
and efficient:  
 
Method 1:  weighing the packed container at a weigh station 
Method 2:  weighing all the cargo and packaging in the container by means of a calibrated scale 
and adding those weights to the container’s tare weight (as indicated on the door end of the 
container). 
 
Note:  For LCL shipments, the shipper will be required to certify the weight of the cargo and packaging of 
the shipment and provide the VGM statement to our CFS upon receipt at the warehouse. 

 
COSTS:  There may be fees associated with the weighing of the container or its contents.  In 
addition, there will be charges for correcting documentation due to an inaccurate weight 
declaration.  Shippers should contact our origin office to get assistance and details as to the 
expected procedure, fees, etc. as local regulations will vary. 
 
We recommend that importers work closely with their vendors prior to the July 1st enforcement 
date to determine who will be responsible for any additional costs. 
 
Many countries have not finalized their regulations regarding tolerance levels, documentation, 
scale requirements, etc.  Many carriers are still determining the best method to receive the 
VGM.  There is a lot of confusion.  We are monitoring the development of the situation at both 
origin and destination to ensure the least possible impact upon your supply chain.   
 
Please contact your local ALPI USA office for further details.     
You can also find information relating to SOLAS at the World Shipping Council’s website: 
http://www.worldshipping.org/industry-issues/safety/cargo-weight 
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